1. Court Outreach to the Public
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A. Programs

Adoption Family Tree Display

Heart Galleries

Open Courthouse to Educate the Public
Volunteer or Mentor Attorney Program
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Adoption Family Tree Display

What is it?

An Adoption Family Tree is a large artistic display of all the children being adopted that day,
week, or year, depending on the size of the court and the number of adoptions that take place.
Typically, the newly adopted children contribute their name to the tree on Court Adoption and
Permanency Day as part of a local celebration, and then it is left up for several weeks or a month
after that. It may be a smaller-scale project made with construction paper or a more elaborate one
with other materials. Local merchants or staff may be willing to donate materials, or small funds
may be available in the local budget. Participants may include volunteers, court officials,
community members, and of course the children being adopted.

Why do this?

The tree is a fun and beautiful representation of how the foster children joining their new
families are a part of something larger—the need for all children to have the love and
commitment found in a permanent home.

What goal does this program address?

The display may have additional materials next to it with information to help educate the
community about adoption and to raise awareness about the need for more foster parents and
adoptive parents.

During the adoption proceedings, the presiding judge or a judge can explain the history of the
tree and what each item represents. In addition to placing their leaf or other item on the tree, each
adopted child may also be given a copy with their name on it to take home with them.

How can you start this program in your county?

Tulare County received the idea for a tree with children’s names on the branches from another
court that had done a small, temporary display with paper. Tulare County took that idea and had
one of its older children being adopted that year make the pattern for the tree trunk and the
greenery. Staff liked the idea so much they decided on a more permanent tree made of felt. The
cost of the materials is about $50 per year. The court has paid some of the cost, and two of the
clerks have donated some of the materials.

In 2002, the first names were placed on child handprints that make up the leaves of the tree as
part of their Adoption Saturday Celebration. In 2003 they added apples that contained the names
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of children for that year’s event, and in 2004 they added butterflies. In 2005 they added
ladybugs. They say, “Our Family Tree is growing beautifully each year and the surrounding
nature abounds. The tree is proudly displayed in our Jury Assembly Room for the month of
November. During the event each family is escorted by their assigned court volunteer to the
courtroom for their adoption proceeding and the finalization of the legal document processing.”
A copy of the tree from 2004 was on the front cover of this technical assistance package.

Contacts:

Tulare County: Michelle Hineman, Court Manager, Superior Court of California, County of
Tulare, 559-733-6561, ext. 191
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Heart Gallery
Photographic Display of Children Available for Adoption

What is it?

A Heart Gallery is a photographic display in a public place of children in foster care who are
waiting for permanent adoptive homes. It is a moving tribute to the need for more families for
these children. The preparations for this display often involve the courts, county adoption
agency/department of social services, local foundations, other adoption or foster care-related
organizations, and professional photographers.

Why do this?

A moving public display of the children’s pictures heightens awareness of the need for adoptive
homes throughout a large area. It also helps to bring positive attention to the adoption process
and to encourage those who are thinking about adopting to start the process. It demonstrates the
need for children of all ages to find permanent, adoptive homes.

What goal does this program address?

This program is mainly aimed at public outreach and exposure for individual children by placing
a face on an individual child who needs the love of a family. However, as a direct result, families
may also be recruited for any of the children waiting for permanent homes. The photographs
personalize the selection process for parents in a way that a description alone never could.

How can you start this program in your county?

Before the children’s pictures may be taken, an agreement must be reached, containing specific
rules for all those involved, to alleviate any privacy or other concerns. Set up the Heart Gallery
display in local places that receive lots of visitors. Government buildings, libraries, shopping
malls, art galleries, or many other options may be available. Try to make it also available on
weekends or during evening hours. Inform your local media of the dates, location (or if the
display will be shown in multiple locations), times, scheduled events such as a grand opening or
a closing ceremony for the display, and why it is important.

New Heart Galleries in California are added every year. Currently, San Diego, Los Angeles,
Orange, Sacramento, and a coalition of several counties in the Bay Area have Heart Galleries.
Many of these programs emphasize the need to recruit suitable foster parents and the critical



importance of establishing permanent lifelong connections for older youth when adoption is not
an option.

The programs may entail a “gallery” of photos on their Web site, as well as the traditional public

display of photographs at varying times of the year. Descriptions and handouts are included in
the resources division of this section.

Contacts:

Bay Area Heart Gallery Web site: www.bayareaheartgallery.com/

Los Angeles Heart Gallery Web Site: www.annabellaimagery.com/HeartGallery/
HEARTGALLERYMAIN.htm

Orange County Heart Gallery Web site: www.heartgalleryoc.org/
Sacramento County Heart Gallery Web site: www.sacheartgallery.org
San Diego County Heart Gallery Web site: www.iadoptu.org/images/gallery_pics/index.html

Shasta County Heart Gallery Web site: www.co.shasta.ca.us/Departments/SocialServices/
CFS/heartgallery.htm
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Open Courthouse to Educate the Public

What is it?

An Open Courthouse is a day or set of days when the court opens its doors to the general public
for an event similar to a school’s “open house.” This program includes judges, attorneys, social
workers, CASAs, clerks, and all others involved in the adoption process.

Two new types of “Open Courthouses” have arrived with the use of the latest technology.
Several courts around the country and here in California open their doors to the public in
innovative new ways—24 hours a day—on the Internet. Virtual courthouse tours and “Day in the
Life of the Courts” allow the public to see inside the courthouse and view some of the things that
typically happen there every day. Although virtual tours and the photographs showing a day in
the life typically do not address adoption in particular, they do allow the public to become more
familiar with the people and building prior to the day they may need to attend a hearing.

Why do this?

Having an educational day in court for the public helps raise public awareness and educate the
local community on how the adoption process works and what is necessary to make the system
operate efficiently. These sorts of programs may also help in finding potential adoptive parents
by exposing them to the system and the children within the system. Internet-based programs such
as virtual courthouses and Day in the Life photographs can also help outreach to the public
through providing similar information about the adoption process, and can be a good starting
point for providing contacts within the courts.

What goal does this program address?

These programs are mainly aimed at public education; however, as a direct result of this effort,
community members will be encouraged to donate their time and energy to the system. Such
donations could take the form of hands-on help or of lobbying local representatives to ensure that
adoptions are a priority of local government.

How can you start this program in your county?

Set up the Open Courthouse program on weekends or during evening hours if necessary. Have
attorneys, judges, social workers, or clerks give tours of the courthouse while answering
questions, explaining the system, and pointing out its strengths and weaknesses. Each county can
customize its tour to highlight its own strengths while stressing where it needs help from the
public. Alert local media of the dates, times, scheduled events, and why it is important.



You can also work with technology or information services staff in your court to encourage more
content and information on the court Web site about adoption and permanency issues during
Court Adoption and Permanency month. It is also a good idea to have specific contact
information and e-mail addresses for the juvenile department or more specific areas relating to
adoption and permanency in larger courts.

Contacts:

The main Web site for California’s courts is: www.courtinfo.ca.gov/. Web sites for each of
California’s superior courts often already provide contact information through which you may
find out more about adoption and permanency issues in you court and community . The Web site
for California superior courts is: www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courts/triall/.

Virtual Tours of California Courts:

Superior Court of California, County of Contra Costa:
www.cc-courthelp.org/tours/index.php

Superior Court of California, County of Plumas:
www.plumascourt.ca.gov/court_history.aspx

Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento:
www.saccourt.com/geninfo/public_educ/Virtual _Courthouse/virtCourtHome.asp

Day in the Life of the Courts:
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courts/

Courts Included:

e Superior Court of Alameda

» Superior Court of Butte

e Superior Court of EI Dorado County
» Superior Court of Fresno County

e Superior Court of Orange County

» Superior Court of Riverside County
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Volunteer or Mentor Attorney Program

What is it?

There are several different ways to encourage more interest in current or prospective attorneys
working on adoption and permanency issues. One way is to solicit private adoption attorneys
(either through the local bar or through the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys and
California Adoption Attorneys) to mentor other attorneys and teach them to handle simple
adoptions.

Another option is organizing a mentor program through the local bar associations for new or
pending bar results attorneys, or for students in local law schools with a family law curriculum.
The students or new attorneys could participate in workshops for prospective adoptive parents
and help with the final documents for the final hearings.

Why do this?

This will encourage more current or prospective attorneys to work in the adoption and
permanency field and provides networking opportunities for participants to share their hard
work, concerns, and ideas with others in their field. Attorneys also could earn their mandatory
pro bono hours through the program.

What goal does this program address?

Mentoring is a wonderful way to reach those attorneys already interested in adoption or to recruit
prospective ones. It can serve as a means to raise new solutions to difficult issues through
collaboration around this important issue.

How can you start this program in your county?

Contact your local bar association, or the other organizations listed below, and ask about
mentoring programs they may already have. Work with adoption attorneys you may know to
recruit mentors as well. Also contact any local law schools and ask for their internship or
volunteer coordinator to let them know of the opportunity.
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Contacts:

Local Bar Organizations: American Bar Association, Division of Bar Services, State and Local
Bar Association Directory for California Web site: www.abanet.org/barserv/map/ca.htmi

American Academy of Adoption Attorneys: 202-832-2222
Web site: www.adoptionattorneys.org/

California Adoption Attorneys: Academy of California Adoption Lawyers and the Academy of
California Family Formation Lawyers: 818-501-8355
Web site: http://acal.org/
(Many other Web sites also list attorneys specializing in adoption in California.)
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B. Resources
= Adoption Family Tree Display (Sample Cover
from 2005 Court Adoption and Permanency
Guide)
= The Adoption Pathway: Questions and Answers
(Kinship Center Brochure)
= Heart Galleries:

(o] (] o o

Bay Area

Orange County

Sacramento County

San Diego County Fact Sheet and
Agreement

Shasta County
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ormzeo\ ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

zgy~=\ OF THE COURTS .
AN~ Photograph courtesy of the Superior Court of
e / CENTER FOR FAMILIES, CHILDREN California, County of Tulare’s Adoption “Family Tree”

option &
Permanency Month
Technical Assistance Package

& THE COURTS

II-15



11-16



&

0

o 1N dIHSNIN ¢pS
J0 Wwoubouy v f

COCT-6L6 (#1.4)7 12|

Aauunol uorydopo uado uy,

SUOILOINTY

m._@a.mr_/m\ Q
chﬁmuzO
mmE;umL

co_pn_e_u{ or_l_l

URESDONIYIE & wF J BFEF WSV B SIMEN
T SO BEGETOTELE AT
L1-11 wondapy QICTOIELE w2rT

Do u2W2AIYSUIY MMM
woa'Lf1yspalgdiysusy :jiou3
dIHSNIN-F-008-T :2PiMab4G
GEIG-6L6(kIL) X0 GIE2-6£6 (biL)
GOL26 V2 DUy DjubS
[t'248 "UQ Mojjolpyoolg OZGT

‘pooy4uadnd
J0} paJodadd pup pauaa.as Ajybnodoyy
U329 2ADY OYM S31|1WDJ 2AILdopy ¢
"SANSS! JD|IWIS Y4IM PIIDS 240 OYM U2W
pup uawom bunok uoj sdnoub jaoddng +
"J|2541 uoijdopo 244 SO [|2m SD ‘Bunjpw
-uoIs122p JnoA Jo dajs Auaaa ybnouyy
noA dj2y o} 2bpajmouy puo 2dualuadxy +
's4ybiu |pb2| unoA
4NOGD UOI{DWJOJUI 24DJN22D PUD ||N4  +
‘Spa2au
JNOA pUD NEA §NOGD S24D3 OYM J23JOM
|p120S D Yiim diysuorjo|ad jpuosdad v ¢

522IAJ2S 2244 ¢

:blmoyjof
3l 4340 IM JBLUDD AIYSULY LI

LA AN :IP NI

L._C E.Cr. X

SUOIFDD >\ \ y\

)

o

syuaupd aniydopo ayy Jof pup pliy2
JNOA dof ‘NoA o n\n&.ﬁxﬁ 2G SADMD
i1 am 05 ‘ssao0.4d bucj-a i b 51 U0l
-dopo (DY} SaZNb023 J2LUD dIySuLY

‘diys
uo14o|24 buiobuo up dejaaap pup uoiydopo
3y} Bumoyjoj Aqog pup Ajwoy YL yum LSIA  #
'smoJb pliys aned so Ajiwoy aandopo
24} Yiim sua})2| pup sojoyd abucyoxy e

‘|ojidsoy
2YJ Wod) Ajsradip Aoy aajdopo 3yl
y4im aweoy ob o) Aqoq JnoA Joj abupady e

juawaso|d
Y4 240Jaq AQog JnoA Yiim 2wy puads e
}29|98
noA Ajlwey) ayd y4im paoojd aq |im Aqog ayy
1oy} peajupdonb 2g ‘sasuadxa Euial pup
[0J1P3AY JO4 DUDISISSD |DIJUDULY DAIDIDY ¢

uojjowoju BuiAjipuapr |ny
2buoyox2 pup ‘Apwpy 2a1,dopo ayy jaaw e

‘papmoud aapy Aayy sojoyd

pue suoididasap Ajwpy wod) ‘pooyiuadod

40} paJodaad pup pauaauos Ajybnodoyy
L22aq 2ADY ouM "A|lwpy daldopo ay4 ascoy)

‘221042 JNOA S 11—NOA 04 Jupjiodul
24D IDlYy 52.4N4D3) 250y} buIL23)as
—upyd worydopp umo unoA ubisag

=g



AlIWEDY JNOA PUD NGA YHIM 22U 04 D|q0[IDAD 5i
dajuag diysury pue 2jdoad Auow si59)Jo uoisizap siy)
WAy Yhim diysuous|ag awag o wibag | pue Aoy
anydope 2y Jo Jaquaw o awoosaq A|oba) m Aqog
Jnog  Cpuzuowaad s uosieap Jnod ‘ssaded Adpssaocou
ayy ubis pup 'Janamoy ‘uoiidopp Jo) Aqog Jnok asppd o}
2pI122p NOA BoUQ “APTaJ 2JD NDA |1LJUN WOISIDAP D 2YDW
o4 noA aunssaad sasau M Jagua) diysury 4nq ‘opdscy
Y Woa) Alpoaap Apwey asgdops auy yam awoy ob o)
Aqoq anod axi| pnod i Ajlozadse ‘aqissed so Asuoubaud
dned ur Alasa so suojd anod jnogo yuiyy of oapr poob
O 541 "WIDg 51 AQDY JNeA J24 40 1pun voydope 3y snogqo
IPIJBP O} 2ADY JOU OF NOA "MD| DIUJOJIDD JIpun)

cfouts
LoISIZap Aw s uaym ‘uoidopp asooys T 4T

'POAYD 1| SOY4
sbuijeay ayy Jo) Apoqiuana aaodasd djay aps diysuoy
-pjaJ Buicbuc up dojanap put Ajjpucsaad yoanoy w1 Anys oy
aaubo Aow Az aagdopo ayy puo nog Ajnusy aasdepo
4 pup 'plIys Janoh noA Joy psaq sqaom diysuoojaa
Jo addy toym apzap nod dpy uea uajuan diysuiy
cbuojo By yab
5Aqeq Aw Moy mouy T up? uonydope 3y Jally

"AJDS522aU J1 ‘NoA D) IPDW 2 0S| UDD UoHEN LIS Buia|
[OIUBPIJUSS 'BIDS D JOJ 5[DJJBIIY PRLNUR 2uT nod
Y2IYa ©4 54142Ua0 Aauodnsu Jo aaupisisse gnd Auo
aay Aidde nod djay osjo M uajuan diysury Asusubaad
YL 0} PALD[RJ 54500 JAy4o Jo ‘sasuadxa Buim| ‘auoo
|pIipaW Jnod WM diay uos oym saipwoy asgdopo soy
J23ua) diysury '2IUDLSISSD [DIJUDUI) PAIU NOA JT
cSsuadxd Joj Aauow axy - Aoupubaud i
Swunp Japuan diysury woudy dyay Aup y36 1 uoo

81-1I

UOISIZAP JNOA 2HOW NeA auojaq suojd puo
sBuij2a) ume Jnod J2a0 y|Dy o) 2D 29 || NS4 puy uol
-depo ayy auoyaq paundaud pus pajonjoad s1 Apwoy 2y
LOYE BoUDJNSST Auy 42 || nog  uasoys anoy nod Ao
aangdopo Yy puo NOA LJIM HJOM UDI DM ‘Ajaynjosqy
U0 diygsuLy 0f JWeD IS T UDD FMOUY ApDadD
T Apwing o ifpim ppys Aui 2200d 6f jupsm It (oYM

"PIIY2 JnoA pijauag |im 4oyy diys

-uciio|2J buiobuo pup mau p 2unjunu puo plIng Ajwoy ay,

pup noA diay |wm Jaiuas diysuiy “2q |im uoipdopo Jnod

Lwade, moy apioap nod pup, wondope uads, |03 M Joym

YEnoay) 5221042 25IYY ABY NSL WAL Ypm juawasopd

paaguoucnb aq pus sjuadod mau sAqog Jnod paajas
Nog, "2q 0) JUDM NOA 5D PIA[CALI SD 24 UDD NOA 'S4

EPLUDIDNE 221042 AW St pup AGog

A Jog Alnupy ayp Swsooys Wi pasjosli 3q T uo?

nogqo j|o s
wonpdepo uade yoym 51 51y Ao Buiao) pup jouastad o w
NOA JNOGD WD) [|IM PIIYD Jnod Jay o yooa yhim A aaap
AJOLSIY S2N|IWDS JNOA PUD STA|ISJNOA JNOGD UOIJDWIOJUI
Buieys ag | Apwoy asydope ayy pue nod ‘asug

cwoitdopo
U INOGD PUD 2 INOGD PIoj 3G Pliy2 AW [jim 104

‘Aqoq Jnod Joj squadcd
40 221043 JNOA W1 2UNIBS 3¢ PuD Aoy aud yem digsuony
<Dj@aJ 0 PPINg of 2|0 34 ||IM NOL ‘5.N04 51 UoIsIZap |ouly
YL Cpu4e psnw Ayg yoiym Bujuaded pue uoiydopo uo
sdousydom apiroad a0 28NG0 PIIYS S0 ALIAID (DU
JO pacsad ou asoy Aduy Joyl Ajuas puo woays putad
-aabuiy o 4ab uana apy AdoysIy [D3IPIW DY) Pun ‘BA4S
“BJI| NBYL CSLSBUALU JiDy ) mouy o) a6 am pup ‘jdopo
0} Buijuom Jo) SUOSDAL JIDYL SSNDSIP A/ 'R|qisucds
~34 A||Diouour) aup puo aBoladow PIjes D aATY AU 404
mouy o4 gucm aay  Cspuaded asgdepe ag of wayy asoud
-dv am auojaq ||em Adsaa 2qdnas o mouy o) 46 am aay
-uaz diysuy 4y Bunuaded do) padsdaad puo pauaadss
Ajnjauos uaag soy Joys Apwoj o Buisooys Ag
cAnuIn) pood
o Yiim pazojd 3q |im AQDq AW 3ans 3G T wos Mol

"SUOISIZAP
sybia oYy aWow puo uaisnjuaz Yy ADMD JDR|3 noh
diay (1@ 40 nod Je) 1529 S 40UM UBYL PUD TRIIYS JNoA Jo)
1520 S40UM JD 1501} HOS| NGA UBYM 4NG SUCISIDAD PJDy
UL BUD SUOISIZAD JUDpJodW] SATM|y Ajuoan

: g AL
S [33) SSYLOU JIYLO OF YL0q PIIOIS PUD POS
Wwo 1 Agpg Aw dn Sib gnoge yunyl T uaym Ayoio
-adsa ‘sbuaa) umo Au Yim i) puply o BuADy w T

ameys Buiae) o s
pup 2q ups uoipdopy .mmr.__.umc puD 5430 24} ||0 pUDgs
-dapun juop Aayp uaym juawBpnl ssod of suayso Joy
Asoa s L1 2|qissod uoyowaogun ayy (o Buigyatb Aq apow
20 SUDISIZIP 4520 DYL PUD PIIYI JNOA O DHOW NOA 4TY)
uoisioap o4 s siyy suoundo Jiayy aany (im 2jdoay

cueidopo
LNOGE [DI1LILI 24D SPUBILY PUD AlNUDY Aty fi 104

‘PIY3 JanoA
JoJ P24UaJD IADY NOA JOY4 A|wp) pup awoy o ui dn
moJb p|iy2 Jnch Buraas Aq 24ndas pup panaijad |23}
[|!m nog “Japiaq |22) noA 9xow uol ‘Ajwpj poob
© O AHJND2S PUD 2A0| Y4 Y4IM D41 Ul JUD4S 2|
-issod }53q a3y} Aqoq JnoA uaaib 2a nod Buimouy 4ng
'SSPUPDS 2WOS 24 SADM|D ADW U424} puy ‘04 Juom
Jupinom noA - pliys JnoA jabuoj Janau ||nog
cADMD o 4273 6234

pos auy fim veidope sof Aqog Au aoopd op T JT

JBY40UD 40} BJDD JUDI ysnl
A3y} 224 uadp|y? a0y ApoaJjc oym ajdoad sawnjawcg
JRDI0T 0 LJDJS IO USIDINpa J3y .m._.m_nEn_u D) JuDm
Aow 3ys py2 © 3504 0f Aauow ybnoua aspy 4 usaop
Jo ‘Bunod ooy says 224 Apw Jo  ‘sjuaded om)p 2aDy
0f AQDG WBY JUDM ADW JRYLOW ¥ SUOSDR JUBIRYLIp SDY
Ajnuey anydopo uo ypm ppy2 o sa0o)d Loy jusaod yrag
Adand uoisnjues asnes uos Asuoubaud pauuodun uy

Juorydopo
asooy> a/doad op Aym




The Bay Area Heart Gallery

connecting Hearts... Building Families

What is The Bay Area Heart Gallery?

« ltis a professional “traveling” photography exhibit featuring children and youth in foster care who are in need
of an adoptive home or a permanent lifelong connection to a committed adult.

« We are a partnership of 22 public and private agencies serving children and youth in foster care throughout
the Bay Area.

+ Alameda County Social Services Agency is the lead Agency for this project.

% Co-Chairs: Robin Fryday, Professional Photographer and Fredi Juni, Alameda County Social Services
Agency

+ The two Co-chairs envisioned, founded and organized the BAGH. They provide ongoing coordination and
leadership to the project.

« We are working together with community volunteers that include professional photographers, businesses
and artists.

< Itis a stunning exhibit of over 50 photographs of children, youth and families accompanied by their
compelling stories.

%+ Over 50 professional photographers have donated their talents and time to put a real face on the children
and youth living in foster care in the Bay Area.

+« New photographs of children and youth will be added throughout the year.

The Bay Area Heart Gallery is Unique
% There have been over 80 Heart Galleries across the country primarily focusing on children in foster care in
need of adoption. The Bay Area Heart Gallery is focuses not only on adoption but also recruits foster
parents and permanent lifelong connections for older youth when adoption is not an option.

% The exhibit includes portraits of diverse families from across the Bay Area, seeking to inspire all different
types of community members to come forward and get involved with children and youth in foster care.

+ Resource information is available at the exhibits to educate the community about the needs of children and
youth living in foster care about and how to get involved with foster youth when foster care or adoption is not

an option (as advocate, friend, mentor, extended family, in arts projects, etc.)

Goals of the Bay Area Heart Gallery

+« To raise community awareness about the needs of children and youth in foster care
«+ To recruit adoptive parents, foster parents and committed adults to build lifelong relationships and families.

Calendar/Contact

< In San Francisco —from June 5-June 30 at One Market, at 1 Market St. in downtown San Francisco

« The Exhibit will travel across eight bay area counties throughout the year (Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin,
Monterey, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara and Sonoma.)

+ Please check our website for calendar of ongoing venues throughout the year
www.bayareaheartgallery.com

« Contact us at 1-888-HRT-GLRY

Foster Care Data

Over 10,000 in foster care in the Bay Area

Over 83,000 in foster care in CA

Over 500,000 in foster care across the country

54% reunified with families

More children of color in foster care than general US population

Nearly half of the children in foster care are over 10; the average is 10.2 years old
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http://www.bayareaheartgallery.com/

Frequently Asked Questions about The Bay Area Heart Gallery

Why a Heart Gallery
% A picture does say a thousand words. Heart Galleries gives a human face to what too often are just foster
care statistics. The Heart Gallery is an opportunity to take foster children out of the shadows, from invisibility
into a presentation of what they truly are -- alive and vibrant human beings who need families, as we all do.
« Itis a hugely successful child specific recruitment strategy. Over 300 children have been adopted in just six
heart galleries across the country.
« The average person in our communities knows little to nothing about children and youth that live in foster
care.
< In California 4000 youth “age out” annually — most without a lifelong connection
o 25-44% have experienced homelessness
e Only 54% have earned their H.S. diploma
e 62% were not able to support themselves
e 38% were coping with serious emotion problems
« Many of these youth age out feeling alone and insolated and suffer from anxiety and depression. As such,
they are primed for situations such as alcohol and drug abuse, homelessness and incarceration.
% People are inspired by the pictures to consider becoming foster or adoptive parent.
« The Heart Gallery plants a seed.

How did you get Photographers involved?
« Primarily through word of mouth, many local photographers have come forward.
% Robin Fryday, a Professional Photographer and one of Project Co-Chairs, reached out to photographers
across the region.
% Some photographers have contacted us and come from across the country, including a few who have
volunteered for other Heart Galleries.

Who is featured in the Gallery?
+« Children and youth waiting for adoption or older youth who want a permanent relationship with a committed
adult.

% Children of all ages, including older youth and sibling groups that have waited longest for an adoptive family.

L)

)

How are children and youth selected?
« Social Workers from 8 Bay Area Counties refer children and youth that are in need of child specific
recruitment and older children and youth who are open to this method of public recruitment for adoption and
permanent connections.

Why adopt an older child?
« Most youth who age out of the system say they wish they had been adopted
+«+ Many children and youth have an incredible resiliency and do well
++ Studies have shown that if a child has 1 committed and loving adult in their lives, this can make the all the
difference

What help is needed?

+« Financial Sponsorship of our Heart Gallery (Funds/Sponsorship, in-kind donations to support exhibit,
including film, photo printing, frames, displays, food/drink for receptions, database management, printing of
brochures, flyers, posters, other resource materials).
Venues
Volunteers with skills in graphic design, photography, marketing, fundraising, child welfare services, etc.
Visit our Website for more information www.bayareaheartgallery.com
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Heart Gallery

orange Counfy California Chapter

About Us - Gallery - Events|- Sponsers { Parfners - How {o Help - Press - confact Us
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Abevt the orange county Heart Gallery Chapter

The Heart Gallery of Orange County is a unique and stirring
photographic exhibit of legally adoptable children and sibling
groups in state custody who dream of having a "forever family".
Award-winning photographers donate their time to capture the
special spirit of each child. Since its inception in Santa Fe in 2001,
The Heart Gallery message has spread to other states, where it has
been successful in putting a face on adoption and finding homes for
many waiting children. It has been featured on CBS, NPR and in
CameraArts magazine, Women's World, Parade, and the New York
Times. Following its opening, each Heart Gallery exhibit tours the
state to bring awareness about the need for adoptive families to all
corners of the country.

The mission of the Heart Gallery of Orange County is to inspire
Southern Californians who otherwise might never see themselves as
potential adoptive and foster parents.

The Heart Gallery of Orange County seeks qualified and willing
people willing to become adoptive and foster families to children
whose families cannot or will not care for them.

For more information email us at: oc4kids@ssa.ocgov.com

Copyright © 2005 Orange County Heart Gallery « Site Design by q":ﬁmf
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Sacramento Heart Gallery Board
*Rosemary Papa

Beverly Austin

Hunter Austin

Joel Ayres

Marco Martinez

Rebecca Radding

Leah Santos

SCASA: Sacramento Court Appointed
Special Advocates
*Heather C. Corfee, Executive Director

Sacramento County Department of
Health and Human Services: Child
Protective Services Division

*Mary Tarro, Program Manager
Stephanie Lynch, Program Manager
Helen Barber, Adoption Program
Specialist

Terry Kessler, Adoption Supervisor
Laurie Slothower, Public Information
Officer

Theresa Thurmond, Program Manager

Sierra Adoption Services
*Kim Rhinehelder, Development Officer
Jennifer Highley, Adoption Supervisor

Lilliput Children’s Services
*Karen Seeback, Social Worker

Photographers
*Marco Martinez
Brandon Abell

Blue Flame Design
(Kyle Shorts)

(Jessica Papa-Shorts)
Jayson Carpenter
Alan Fishleder
Stacey Kennedy
Laura Niznik

Kathleen Noonan
Rosemary Papa

Sam Parsons

Mary Reddick
Catalina Rivas
Delmar Tompkins
Nichole Jackson-Young
*Key Contact Persons

heartgallery

of Sacramento
Giving hearts a home.

Facts about the Heart Gallery of Sacramento:

The Sacramento Heart Gallery features children ages six to fifteen, sibling sets and those with
special needs to help them get adopted. The Sacramento exhibit will be shown from October 19
through November 17, 2006 at the Library Gallery of CSU-Sacramento, with a grand opening and
public invitation taking place Saturday, October 28, 2006. The Heart Gallery of Sacramento is a
collaboration between volunteers from Sacramento State University, Sacramento County Child
Protective Services, the California Department of Social Services, Sierra Adoption Services,
Lilliput Children’s Services, and Court Appointed Special Advocates of Sacramento and friends.

Photographs will highlight children in the “CapKIDS Are Waiting” program, a collaboration between
Sacramento County and Sierra Adoption Services to find homes for foster children with disabilities,
and “Destination: Family,” a collaboration between Sacramento and Nevada counties and Sierra
Adoption Services.

Funding for the Heart Gallery of Sacramento comes entirely from private donors. We are affiliated
with SCASA-Sacramento Court Appointed Special Advocates.

Adoption:

Children available to be adopted in Sacramento County are those who have been abused or
neglected or had parents who were unable to care for them.

To adopt a child in Sacramento County, you must first be a licensed foster parent.
About 8,000 children are adopted in California every year.
About 400 children are adopted in Sacramento County every year.

How many children need adoptive homes? About 700 children are in the Sacramento County
Adoption program, although homes have been found for many of them. Another 1,100 children in
long-term foster care will need adoptive or guardianship

homes.

There are negligible adoption costs.

Note: The first Heart Gallery opened in Santa Fe., N.M. in 2001. Diane Granito, an adoptions
recruiter for the New Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department, organized a group of
amateur and professional photographers to take pictures of children needing adoptive homes.
Granito wanted photos that stood from the normal photos shown to prospective parents, capturing
each child’'s unique spirit and personality. About 15 cities in a dozen states will have Heart Gallery
exhibits this

year.

For More Information: Please contact us at info @ sacheartgallery.org
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WHAT:

WHEN:

WHERE:

WHY:

CONTACT:

7ENTION FoUNDATION
Heart Gallery
2005
FACT SHEET

The 2005 Heart Gallery: Photographs Making a Difference

In keeping with the adage that “a picture is worth a thousand words; the San Diego County
Adoptions Program has teamed with The Child Abuse Prevention Foundation, local community
leaders and top San Diego photographers to host San Diego’s first Heart Gallery — a
photographic event to make a difference in the lives of local children awaiting adoption. Inspired
by the article highlighting the successful events across the nation in Parade Magazine, local
leaders hope to raise awareness about the need of permanent homes for local youth of all ages
in San Diego County.

Heart Gallery Opening — The Prado, Baliroom, Balboa Park

The Heart Gallery will make its debut on November 2", in 2005 as part of National Adoption
Awareness month, hosted by David and Leslie Cohn at the Prado Restaurant Ballroom in
Balboa Park. The gallery will then move to different prominent locations throughout San Diego
County. These additional locations will be announced leading up to the grand opening event in
November.

The Prado Restaurant Ballroom, Balboa Park (Additonal Locations TBA)

There is no greater joy than being a parent and giving a child the gift of a family. There are
many children in our community who need us to provide the guidance and security that only a
family can give through adoption. Together we can help to raise awareness about the need for
adoptive families, and most importantly, find “forever homes” for the many children awaiting
adoption through the San Diego County Adoptions program. Remember, a child in San Diego is
waiting. For more information about how you can help with the Heart Gallery project, or to visit
one of the galleries, go to www.iadoptu.org, or contact 1-877-423-6788.

About San Diego County Adoptions
San Diego County Adoptions is a public adoption agency licensed by the State Dept. of Health,

serving three groups — biological parents, available children, and adults wishing to build their
families through adoption. For more information, please visit www.iadoptu.crg, or call 1-877-
423-6788.

About the Child Abuse Prevention Foundation

Founded in 1981, the Child Abuse Prevention Foundation (CAPF) is a nonprofit organization,
dedicated to breaking the cycle of child abuse through prevention, education, advocacy and
funding. The Foundation has raised more than $20 million in the fight against child abuse in San
Diego. For more information please call (858) 278-4400, or visit www.capfsd.org.

Jamie Rivas Leona Sublett

San Diego County Adoptions Child Abuse Prevention Foundation
(858)694-5345 (858) 278-4400 ext. 18

Email: johnsjz@cws.state.ca.us Email: Leona@capfsd.org
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Heart Gallery Agreement June 13, 2005

. Photographer can select his/her own final photo for display in the Heart Gallery and how he/she will be
identified.

. Photographer to determine location site for shoot. Photographer should also recommend attire they hope
to have child wearing for the shoot. If a site is needed, the Child Abuse Prevention Foundation office
can be made available at no charge (9440 Ruffin Court, Suite 2, San Diego, 92123).

. A county social worker will be with the child during the photo shoot.

. Itis possible that the photo shoot might be of a sibling set, not just one child.

. County social workers will be responsible for obtaining permission from the Superior Court to allow the
children to participate in the photo shoot.

. Photographer may provide brochures and/or professional materials to handout at all venues.

. Photographers consent to donate his/her time, talent, equipment, supplies to the 2005 Heart Gallery
project in collaboration with the donated services of the Child Abuse Prevention Foundation.

. In the event that a child is adopted prior to the opening of the Heart Gallery, the parents of that child
would decide whether that child will be part of the Heart Gallery Exhibit.

. All photographs, digital files, hard copies, and negatives will be donated for the purposes of helping to
get children adopted. These photos, files, and/ or negatives will be the property of the County and the
newly adopting parent(s).

10. Photographer can use a photograph for his/her own publicity only after obtaining permission from the

County and/or the newly adopting parent(s).

11. On occasion, the County might need to quickly crop or reprint a child’s photograph for an adoption

recruitment meeting other than the Heart Gallery.

12. Publicity for the Heart Gallery will be donated and arranged by the Child Abuse Prevention Foundation

and the County.

13. Our hope is that each photographer will be able to provide one completed photograph, either black and

white or color, of one child at least 11 X 16 inches, framed in whatever manner the photographer feels
will capture the child’s spirit and personality.

The ultimate goal of the Heart Gallery is to give abused children a chance to have a loving family for the rest of
their life; we cannot erase their past nor pain, but we can offer them a better life for their future. It is with this
goal in mind that we ask for your help and are grateful for the contribution that you can make in an effort to
help our city’s children. 26



CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES (CFS)

SERVICES

Department of Social Services
Home Page

Children's Services

LINCS

Adoptions Services
Adult Probation Supervision
Services

Alcohol and Drug Services

Court Intervention Services

Emergency Response Services

Family Maintenance Services

Family Reunification Services

Foster Care Licensing Services

Foster Care Public Health Nurse
Services

Foster Youth Education Services

Independent Living Skills
Services

Juvenile Probation Services

Local Interagency Family
Treatment Team Services

Mental Health Services

Permanent Placement Services

Voluntary Services

The Heart Gallery of Shasta County

The Heart Gallery is here in Shasta County!
Our opening date was Nov. 3, 2005, at Turtle
Bay Museum. The mission of the Heart Gallery
is to inspire people who otherwise might never
see themselves as potential adoptive and foster
parents.

We have decided to expand our Gallery to not
only recruit adoptive families for our children
but also to recruit foster families for those
children who do not want to be adopted but
need a family to commit to them and help
transition them to independence and hopefully
be a resource for them after they "age out.” The
Gallery seeks qualified people willing to
become adoptive and foster families to
children whose families cannot or will not care
for them. The goals of the Gallery are:

1. To expose these waiting children to a great
number of the general public, in anticipation of
locating their adoptive family (or long-term
foster family).

2. To provide the public with a greater
understanding of Shasta County's adoptive and
foster care needs.

3. To provide an attractive brochure that will
have all the contact information necessary to
begin the foster care - adoptive process.

For those of you who haven't heard about the
Heart Gallery:

Photographers donate their time to take
photographs of our children that capture their
personality. These photographs are then
displayed in various settings. We have also
chosen to have pictures of a variety of types of
families who have adopted.

The idea for the Heart Gallery project started
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Domestic Violence Prevention
Services

Any guestions or comments on
this area of the web site please
contact the Web Coordinator @
Web Coordinator

Page Last Updated on Friday,
March 24, 2006 2:00 PM

Department of Social Services
Home Page

as a means to raise awareness about adoption
and find homes for older children and sibling
groups in protective custody with the New
Mexico Children, Youth & Families
Department (CYFD). Former recruitment
supervisor Ellie Ortiz thought beautiful
portraits of the children would place a much
needed positive focus on Special Needs
Adoption. The project was implemented by
CYFD recruiter Diane Granito when she was
hired as a grassroots recruiter for Santa Fe and
eight other New Mexico counties. Since funds
were limited, it was necessary to obtain
donations of many of the necessary goods and
services. As a first time project, organizing and
implementing the exhibit was a hands-on
learning experience. Diane's first step, after
naming the project, was to approach the
Gerald Peters Gallery, where Lisa Bronowicz
gave Diane an enthusiastic "yes" to hosting the
event. The energy and generosity of the
community (photographers, framers, media,
etc.) created an impetus which resulted in an
opening in March 2001 with over 1,000 people
attending.

Subsequent Heart Galleries have opened
across the country. It has proven to be an
extremely effective recruitment tool and a
great many children have found families
through it.

Thanks for taking the time to read this, and for
considering the permanency needs of our
children.

See the current children in our Heart
Gallery here in Shasta County!

Parade magazine article about Heart Gallery
projects across the country

Children Services HomePage Top of Page
LINCS HomePage
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